Welcome to the newsletter, sorry late again.
We are in the process of repotting the whole pre-
bonsai side of the nursery, lots and lots of
repotting.

Although the weather has been very cold in the
mornings, the days have been as good as it gets!
I have noticed a Chinese elm already sprouting

new buds, trees are a better guide to the season
than the calendar.

I am sure we still have some cold weather ahead so
don’t go repotting (bonsai) just yet.

Repotting is ok at any time of the year if you are
potting up (larger container), and not root pruning.

LIQUID POTASH.

Now is a great time to be using ‘liquid potash’ (from bunnings) to
water all your flowering trees with. This will encourage great flower
bud development in time for spring.

Use this every 2 weeks until the buds are just about to open. If
continued you will just produce too much leaf growth.

Usually this is started in March and continued through to the buds
just about opening.

Now is also a good time to pick trees with the flowers already out
rather than buying them in leaf and not knowing.

We have some very pretty chamomiles (flowering quince, yes they
get quinces on them!) and they are just flowering. There is pink,
orange, white and salmon. These look great done in a more artistic
style and with the use of funky pots are a real standout!

Now don’t these look awesome!! Try and break away now and then

from the traditional informal upright style and begin to bring out the
artist in you.

I think this type of tree rivals any traditional bonsai style. The upside
is that they don’t take that long to grow.
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WINTER.
Now is a good time to clean out all the areas where your Bonsai are
displayed. You will have a lot less to do, so now is a good time for some
tidying up.

Reconsider where you have your trees, have they been getting enough
light, are they in an awkward position, are they displayed to their best
advantage?

Maybe now is the time to build or extend your racks, design bit of a
Japanese garden around them, and create a bit of “ambience”

Another thing that you can do in winter is take advantage of the
sparseness of growth on your deciduous trees, and reshape and rewire
them. Because most of the leaves will have fallen by now, you have a
much clearer view of the tree. You may even see a new shape from
branches that have been growing disguised behind the foliage.

This is also a great time for rewiring, not as many leaves to get in the
way! Always make sure your trees are on the dry side before wiring.

If they have just been watered, they are more likely to be brittle and
snap easily. This may sound strange, but picture a stick of celery, when
is it easier to snap, when it is full of moisture, or a week old? Don’t
learn the hard way!

It is also a good time to cut back you elms. When I say cut back, I mean
cut back. Be ruthless! (I obviously don’t mean to cut of branches, but be
quite severe on all your branchlets. Elms respond well to heavy pruning
this time of the year. You will be rewarded with abundant new growth in
spring. This will lead to greater branch ramification, which can be a
winter highlight on elms.

In the 2 pictures below you can see how hard I have cut back this big
maple (left) You will never get good ramification if you don’t do this. In
the picture on the right you can see the incredible ramification on this
corky bark elm. This has already been cut back!

You can see the extensive wiring on this elm, it is so
much easier to do this in winter. A tree may look good
in spring/summer, with a full covering of foliage, but
come winter and you will be found out with branches
going in every direction. This is the lazy way to do it.
Take your time and develop the tree, you will be
more than rewarded!

This is doing bonsai, not just maintaining a tree
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